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Pop-Up Market Coming to Cruise 

Night! 

   Arts Alive is excited to announce that our Pop- 

Up Market will now be a part of Whiting Cruise 

Nights. We will be next to City Hall on 119th 

and Oliver Street, from 5-9pm  on Wednesdays, 

May 15th, June 19th, July 17th, August 21st,  

September 18th, and October 16th.  

   We will have a variety of vendors from candles, 

jewelry, wreaths, crochet items, baked goods, 

photography, and more! Please check us out or if 

you are interested in being a part of the market 

contact artsaliveinwhiting@gmail.com or call 

219-427-4288 for more information. 

   Also, stay tuned for Arts Alive Pop-Up Sum-

mer Market on Saturdays, June 1st through 

August 31st, 8am-2pm. 

Catch Yourself a Leprechaun! 

   Please join us on Saturday, 

March 16th at Studio 659 to 

make leprechaun catchers. The 

event is sponsored by Arts Alive. 

The activity is free. A fun-filled 

activity for kids and families. 

Supplies will be provided. The 

craft will be from 11am-1:30pm. 

Open Mic Night is Back! 

   Arts Alive is excited to an-

nounce that Jim Murzyn and 

Friends will be taking over Studio 

659 monthly to showcase local 

talents. If you dance, tell jokes, write poetry or 

stories, juggle, sing, dance or play an instrument 

come and join us. Sign up starts at 6pm and per-

formances are from 7-9pm on Wednesday, 

March 13th and April 10th. We will be at 

 Studio 659, 1413 119th Street, Whiting. 

   Weather permitting, we will be outdoors at 

Sheridan Plaza on a monthly basis on Wednes-

days, May 8th, June 12th, July 10th, August 

14th, September 11th, and October 9th from 7-

9pm with sign ups at 6pm. 

   If the weather does not cooperate, it will be held 

rain or shine or cold, as we will head indoors to 

Studio 659. If you have any questions, please con-

tact Patti at 219-427-4288 for more information. 

Easter Craft 

   On Saturday, March 23rd, Arts 

Alive will be having a kids’ craft 

from 10:30am-1pm at Studio 659 

located at 1413 119th Street, 

Whiting. Both boys and girls can 

come make an Easter hat, which 

they can then wear in the Easter Parade. Kids 

can then go line up by YMCA at 1 for the parade 

and at 2pm the parade starts. Please join us for a 

fun filled day.  

Hop On Out to Oil City Stadium! 

by Adi Cruz 

   The Whiting Parks and 

Recreation Department 

will host the City’s Annual 

Easter Goodies Hunt on 

Saturday, March 23rd. 

This year we have moved the 

location from the Whiting Little League Com-

plex to Oil City Stadium at 1700 119th Street. 

Open to families residing in the 46394-zip code, 

ages 1-12. The hunt will start at 12pm. Remem-

ber to bring a basket or bag for the treats! A 

prize will be handed out to the children on a first 

come, first served basis. This is a FREE event. 

   For more information, contact the Whiting 

Parks Department at 219-659-0860. 

An Art Show of Simple Distractions 

at Studio 659  by Nicholas P. Decker 

    The hectic, fast 

paced, unpredictability 

of the everyday can get 

to be too much. Studio 

659 hosts Nicholas P. 

Decker in his first one-

man art show. Why is 

the show called “Simple Distractions?”  

   I think that art can be intimidating to people 

sometimes. “I just don’t understand it.” “It looks 

like my kid could paint that.” I want art to be ap-

proachable, fun, silly, and exciting. Art doesn’t 

have to be high brow or hoity-toity. 

   When viewing these pieces my only hope is that 

it ignites some sort of emotion or response. Does 

one of my paintings make you feel cozy and re-

laxed? Does my photo remind you of that memora-

ble vacation you took? Did you chuckle to yourself 

when you looked at a picture? 

   That’s all I want out of the art I make. While I 

selfishly make all these pieces for me, with my own 

stories and messages behind them, my ultimate 

goal is to also make it approachable for the viewer. 

My hopes are that they make you feel, think, or 

react in a way that you didn’t expect. 

   Or maybe you pop in, walk along the hardwood 

floor of the studio, and your mind quiets down a 

bit. As your eyes dart across my 20+ pieces around 

the gallery, you forget about the daily stressors, and 

you’re finally able to take a deep and calming 

breath. Hence, “Simple Distractions.” The show 

will open at Studio 659 on March 8th from 7pm 

to 9pm and will run until April  5th. 

Join Us for the Whiting Easter  

Parade!  by Jenn Gunter Peddycord 

   The Whiting-

Robertsdale Chamber 

of Commerce will be 

holding its annual 

Easter Parade on 

Saturday, March 

23rd at 2pm. The 

Parade will travel along 119th Street from Indian-

apolis Blvd. to Whiting City Hall. This festive pa-

rade features floats, bands, our friend the Easter 

Bunny, local community groups, and plenty of 

Easter spirit. 

   At the end of the parade, we hold Easter themed 

contests, and contestants get to walk or ride in the 

parade. Create your own unique Easter bonnet and 

enter the Annual Bonnet Contest sponsored by 

Baran Funeral Home. Winners will be selected 

from each age category. Adults and children wel-

come. 

   We will also have contests for golf carts and 

bikes decorated for Easter, as well as pets 

dressed in their Easter best (must be leashed and 

walked by owner during the parade). Wear your 

bonnet, bring your golf cart/bike or your pet to the 

parade on March 23rd. Line up is at 1:30pm by the 

YMCA (Community Center). Immediately follow-

ing the parade will be the contests in front of City 

Hall. 

   There will be awards for the winners of each of 

the bonnet contest age categories, the winner of the 

golf cart decorating contest, the bike decorating 

contest, and for the most Easter-ready pet. Marty 

Dybel from Baran Funeral Home will host the Bon-

net Contest and Jenn Gunter Peddycord from the 

Whiting-Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce will 

host the other contests. For more information, con-

tact the Chamber at 219-659-0292. 

Photos with the Easter Bunny & 

Peeps Projects! 

   The W/R Chamber has more Easter 

fun in store! Get your photo taken 

with the Easter Bunny the morning of 

the parade, March 23rd from 9am-1pm at 

Memory Makers photo studio (1530 119th 

Street). Appointments can be made by contacting 

Memory Makers at 800-935-2744 or by sending 

and email to info@photosbymemorymakers.com. 

   Stretch your creativity and get your hands on 

some marshmallow-y peeps to enter the Annual 

Peeps Diorama Contest! Use pop-culture scenes, 

your favorite book, iconic art, etc. to create a fun 

and unique display. Enter the contest by bringing 

your finished project to the Chamber (1417 119th 

Street) by March 16th. Projects will be put on 

display and voting will be from Monday, March 

18th until 4pm March 23rd. Winners will be  

selected by popular vote from each age category 

(Adults, Teens 13-17, and Kids 12 and under), 

and will be announced on Monday, March 25th. 

Whether you are a seasoned artist, or a sugar-

marshmallow novice, we invite you to give this 

sticky sweet contest a try! 
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A Letter from the Mayor    
by Mayor Steve Spebar, Whiting 

Hello Everyone, 
  
   As I write this article, we are experiencing temperatures in the 50’s. 
So far so good as far as a mild winter. Hopefully that continues. 
  
   On Thursday, February 1st, an incident occurred at the BP Refinery 
causing the plant to be evacuated. In cases such as this, correct infor-

mation and communication are essential. The City of Whiting is pleased to announce our 
partnership with Smart911.com. Smart911.com is an Alert System that residents can sub-
scribe to which allows an individual to opt into various notifications including those for 
Lake County (non-emergency, as this event was deemed). In addition, the City can send out 
special alerts for such things as street closures, boil alerts, community events, parades and 
other information. You can choose which alerts to receive and how to receive these alerts. 
They can be sent to you via e-mail, a voice message to your cell or landline, or as a text to 
your mobile device. 
  
   IN THE EVENT OF A DECLARED EMERGENCY (I.E. EVACUATION, SHELTER 
IN PLACE, ETC.) THE LAKE COUNTY EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM AND RAVE 
WOULD PROVIDE AN ALERT ON EVERYONE’S CELL PHONE IN THE DESIG-
NATED AREA AS WELL AS CALLING LANDLINES WHETHER YOU ARE OR ARE 
NOT SIGNED UP FOR SMART911 NOTIFICATIONS. 
  
   There is no cost to subscribe to the Smart911.com service. I encourage all of our residents 
to participate in this program to be better informed of non-emergency situations and upcom-
ing City events. 
  
   On Friday February 2nd, I had the pleasure of attending a fundraiser for our Historical  
Society. The event was held at the Knights of Columbus and attended by approximately 175 
people. It was a night of fun with the proceeds going to a very worthy cause. My compli-
ments to Marty Dybel who helped organize the fundraiser along with numerous members 
of the Historical Society. My hope is that this can become an annual event. The enthusiasm 
surrounding our Historical Society is growing, which bodes well for the future. Work this 
year will include the demolition of the structure at 1610 119th Street, cleaning and grading 
the empty lot so an addition can be constructed to the recently remodeled building at 1606 
119th Street.   
  
   Our Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Parade will be on Saturday, March 23rd. Come on 
out and enjoy! Look for more details in this issue of the WRite Stuff. 
  
   PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL MERCHANTS! 
  
   I can be reached at mayorsteve@whitingindiana.com 
  
   Till next month, 
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Upcoming Events at Whiting Public Library 

by Tony Borgo 

Crayon Jewelry - March 2nd at 2pm 

   Learn how to turn crayons into beautiful artistic 

jewelry. This melted crayon project will be held 

at the Whiting Public Library on Saturday, 

March 2nd at 2pm. Space is limited for this free 

adult program. Please call the Whiting Public Library at 219-659-0269 x125 

or email at tony@whiting.lib.in.us to reserve your spot. 

Real Reels 

   The Whiting Public Library continues to show critically acclaimed docu-

mentaries throughout the year. This month's titles are: Trouble the Water - 

March 7th, Three Minutes - March 14th, Obit - March 21st, and Wrestle - 

March 28th. Showings are at 2:30pm. 

Travels with Tony - March 9th at 2pm 

   Embark on an adventure with the latest edition of Travels with Tony. The 

Whiting Public Library invites patrons to join Tony Borgo on a captivating 

journey to explore the vibrant cultural tapestry of Minneapolis-Saint 

Paul. The journey will take place on Saturday, March 9th at 2pm.  During 

this trip you will experience millionaires, mansions and one really big mall. 

How’d They Do That? - March 16th at 2pm 

   Have you ever wondered how Hollywood is able to capture your favorite  

moments? If so, you won’t want to miss “How’d They Do That?” at the Whit-

ing Public Library on Saturday, March 16th at 2pm. Annette Bochenek 

will take you on a journey through some of Tinseltowns’s most iconic movie 

scenes and explain how they were accomplished. 

Princess Di: Gone but Still Kicking! - March 23rd at 2pm 

   Jillann Gabrielle returns to the Whiting Public Library on Saturday, 

March 23rd at 2pm to present her one-woman show “Princess Di: Gone but 

Still Kicking.” This original solo musical is based on the life of Princess Di-

ana. As a spirit haunting Kensington Palace, Diana spins her story and com-

ments on all things royal. 

The Kennedys in Chicago - March 30th at 2pm 

   The flash of light that was the Kennedy political dynasty is associated with 

Boston, New York, Los Angeles and Chicago. Surprisingly, the city of Chica-

go’s DNA can be found throughout this fascinating family’s history. Join 

Clarence Goodman at the Whiting Public Library on Saturday, March 

30th at 2pm to learn more. 

The Berlin Wall - April 6th at 2pm 

   Historian Jim Gibbons will present the story of The Berlin Wall at the  

Whiting Public Library on Saturday, April 6th at 2pm. On June 24, 1948  

Russia divided Berlin with a blockade. On August 12-13, 1961, a wall sud-

denly appeared in Berlin. Whole families were cut off from communicating 

with or seeing each other. Gibbons will show how the struggles of time af-

fected not only the people of Berlin but the world as well. 

A Little Birdie Told Me… 

by Lynn Haynes 

   Have you heard the latest? Whiting Robertsdale 

Environmental Neighbors (WREN) is a grassroots 

group dedicated to environmental and sustainability 

concerns. What does that mean? Simply put, sustaina-

bility means “meeting the needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”  

   We are inviting Whiting-Robertsdale community members to get in-

volved with clean ups, recycling, planting trees, planting native gardens, 

composting etc. The list of projects is endless, but we need everyone to 

help out! Our meetings are held at the Whiting YMCA on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm. Please join us  to learn how you can 

make a difference in your community and for the future! 

Whiting, IN Inducted into Cravers Hall of Fame 

by Sarah Creel 

   Congratulations to Whiting, IN 

for being the first town to be induct-

ed into the Cravers Hall of Fame. 

White Castle will be celebrating 

with the whole community in 

March (date to be determined) as 

they give out free sliders and other 

fun stuff. Stay tuned for more infor-

mation on that celebration coming 

soon!  

Communal Penance Service 

by Margaret Saliga 

   The Whiting/Robertsdale Catholic Community will celebrate the  

Sacrament of Penance on Tuesday, March 26th at 7pm at St. John the 

Baptist Catholic Church. 

   Shared scripture readings, prayerful music, and an encouraging homily 

inspire the participants to be reconciled, accepting God’s merciful for-

giveness and reaching out to others with the same generous mercy. You 

are encouraged to mark your calendars and plan to attend. The spiritual 

benefits are eternal. 

Exclusive Members-Only Easter Egg Hunt Promises 

Fun for the Whole Family 
by Valarie Reyes, MHOF Special Event Coordinator 

   Excitement is in the air as the Mascot Hall of Fame 

gears up for its exclusive Members-Only Easter Egg 

Hunt on March 29th, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. This 

highly anticipated event guarantees an evening of fun 

and festivities for the entire family. 

   Members of the Mascot Hall of Fame are in for a 

treat as they gather for an evening of Easter-themed activities and entertain-

ment. The Easter Egg Hunt, open only to members, offers a unique oppor-

tunity for families to come together and create lasting memories in a lively 

and engaging atmosphere. 

   From toddlers to grandparents, everyone is invited to participate in the 

hunt for colorful Easter eggs and candy hidden throughout the Mascot Hall 

of Fame. Children will delight in the thrill of searching for eggs while par-

ents and grandparents enjoy the joyous laughter and excitement of their 

little ones. Additionally, there will be an adult egg hunt featuring special 

prizes to add an extra layer of excitement for our 21 and over members. 

   But the Easter Egg Hunt is just the beginning of the fun. Families can 

also look forward to a variety of Easter-themed games, crafts, and activities 

that promise to keep everyone entertained throughout the evening. There's 

something for everyone to enjoy. 

   In addition to the Easter festivities, members will have full access to the 

Mascot Hall of Fame's interactive exhibits and attractions, ensuring a night 

filled with laughter, learning, and adventure. 

   For families looking to become members and join in the Easter fun, 

membership options are available on the Mascot Hall of Fame website or at 

the museum's front desk. Membership not only grants access to exclusive 

events like the Easter Egg Hunt but also provides year-round benefits, in-

cluding free admission, discounts on merchandise, and invitations to spe-

cial events. 

   Don't miss out on this egg-citing opportunity to celebrate Easter with the 

whole family. Mark your calendars for March 29th and join us at the Mas-

cot Hall of Fame for a Members-Only Easter Egg Hunt that promises fun, 

laughter, and memories to last a lifetime. 
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The Whiting-Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce’s 

101st Installation Dinner: Mardi Gras... With a WR Twist! 

Mayor Thomas McDermott Jr. swearing in the  

2024 Chamber Board of Directors. 

Mayor Steve Spebar swearing in the  

2024 Chamber Executive Board of Directors. 

Alex Akers providing the evening 

with some classic jazz hits. 

2024 Longevity Awards 

The following businesses and organizations were 

given awards in honor of their longevity and service 

to the community at the Whiting -Robertsdale Cham-

ber of Commerce’s 101st Installation Dinner held on  

February 9th, 2024 

The Standard Taproom  - 5 years 

Insight Garden - 20 years 

The Junkyard T-Shirt Shop - 

20 years 

Michelle’s Dance Center - 40 years 

Memory Makers, Inc. - 75 years 

Whiting Robertsdale Boat Club - 70 years 

Whiting Refinery Federal Credit Union - 

90 years 

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church - 

125 Years 

The Whiting High School Band and other  

colorful characters gather before marching in 

the surprise parade during the event. 

Guests at the event perusing the 

festive display of raffle baskets. 

Fr. Andrew Summerson 

leading the live auction. 
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Joe Franko: Public Servant of the Year   

by Tom Dabertin 

   As it has done for more than a decade, the Whit-

ing-Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce celebrated 

the contributions of employees of local government 

in the Cities of Whiting and Hammond at its annu-

al dinner on February 9th. The Public Servant of 

the Year Award recognizes the efforts of individ-

uals who work for local government to make a dif-

ference and as a result make our community what 

it is. This year’s recipient is Joe Franko, Assistant  

Superintendent of Parks for the City of Whiting. 

   Joe, a lifelong resident of Whiting Robertsdale, is 

known as a go-to kind of person, assisting in multi-

ple ways. He puts in countless hours to make sure 

Whiting Park and Whihala Beach areas are beautiful places to enjoy and visit. To Joe, 

the job is not done until he has helped someone or something in some way. Whether 

it's a small or big ask of him, he will always get it done. The work he performs sup-

ports events such as Pierogi Fest, the Sheridan Avenue Concerts, Wickedly Whiting, 

4th of July Fireworks, Symphonies in the Park, Empanada Fest, and baseball games at 

the City’s little league fields and Oil City Stadium. Joe is a behind-the-scenes type of 

guy who does not seek recognition, but hopefully with this award, the community will 

have a better appreciation of the difference that Joe Franko makes day in and day out 

in making sure events are successful, and that the lakefront and parks are enjoyable 

places to visit. 

   Prior winners of the award include Milan Kruszynski, Chuck Kosalko, Steve  

Spebar (while serving as Streets Superintendent), Mark Harbin, Harold Rogers, 

Jason Donovan, the late Stan Dostatni, Norb Dudzik, and Jeff Smith. Each of these 

individuals has demonstrated the ideals of public service: hard work and dedication; 

often doing their job without receiving the credit they deserve. Because of the passion 

and commitment they exhibit toward their jobs, our community is a great place to live 

and visit and has a great future in what it can become. 

Kim Fentress: Educator of the Year  

by Tom Dabertin 

   Quality education is a component to the present 

health of our community, and key to our future. It is 

why the Chamber annually selects and honors an 

Educator of the Year. Past winners of this award 

include, Patricia Hasse of St. John the Baptist, and 

Jeremy Long, Jeff Cain, Dan Nichols, Patrick 

Pecher, Scot Allen, Melissa Yurechko, and  

Connie Thomas, all of Whiting Schools, and Ed 

Klapak of Clark Middle and High School. Those 

past winners distinguished themselves with students 

and colleagues alike. 

   This year’s award goes to Kim Fentress,  

a teacher at Whiting Middle School, 7th and 8th 

Grade Math Teacher. Erin-Nolan Higgins, principal 

of Whiting Middle School, describes Ms. Fentress as: “Whiting Middle School’s resi-

dent hallway DJ, who likes to bring out her personality through song and encourage 

positive behavior. Often you will find students and teachers starting their day dancing 

thanks to Ms. Fentress' tunes.” 

   Kim earned her bachelor’s degree from Indiana University Northwest in 1993, a 

master’s degree in 2001, and began her career with Whiting Schools in 1995. She is 

licensed in math, science, and psychology for middle and high school levels. Kim 

brings accountability to her students by providing multiple opportunities to engage in 

meaningful practice. Having also been a high school math teacher, she knows what is 

necessary to prepare students for the next level. As school-wide co-team leader, Kim 

is known to support colleagues, whether it is developing brainstorming ideas, coordi-

nating an event, or learning how to use a new program, She is known as someone both 

students and teachers can depend upon; a strong and determined educator who under-

stands that each minute is valuable in a child’s development. She has held a number 

of extra-curricular positions with the district, and is described as a natural leader and 

organizer, but also someone with a good sense of humor. 

   Kim loves dogs, enjoys camping, and listening to music. It is said that Kim can 

teach anyone, and she has even put those skills to work spending the last few months 

training her new dachshund puppy Jack. 

Milan Kruszynski: Citizen of the Year   

by Tom Dabertin 

   Each year, the Whiting -

Robertsdale community  

selects a person who  

distinguished themselves as a 

community leader, one who 

stands out for their unselfish 

involvement, volunteerism, 

public service, and commit-

ment to improve our commu-

nity’s quality of life. Known as 

the Carl A. Binhammer 

Award, the designation serves 

as the community’s citizen of 

the year award. Although presented at the annual Chamber of 

Commerce dinner, the award is chosen by a committee of past 

recipients. 

   Those previously recognized as winners of this prestigious  

honor include: Marty Dybel, Chuck Kosalko, Tom Dabertin, 

(the late) Darlene Beerling, (the late) Bob Strisko, (the late) 

Mariane Magro, (the late) Mary Skavara, (the late) Jack  

Jaros, Rick Massoels, (the late) “Lady” Elaine Gering, (the 

late) Leonard Hoyda, Karen Edge, (the late) Joanne  

Jancosek, Paul DePoy, (the late) Ann Pasko Devoy, Raymond 

Zubeck, Karen Holmes, Andrew Dybel, Damian Bondi,  

Carol Jacobson, Paul J. Kuss, and Jeannie Wilkening. 

   This year’s Carl A. Binhammer Award recipient is Milan 

Kruszynski, a lifelong resident of Whiting-Robertsdale, married 

to Carolyn (Betustak), and the father of three: Kyle, Katie, and  

Sara. Milan is a proud graduate of Immaculate Conception 

School and Clark High School; he earned his undergraduate  

degree at Illinois College. He is a very active member of the 

community, serving in a variety of roles and capacities as a  

volunteer, and is someone always willing to give back to his 

community: 

· A faithful and active member of Immaculate Conception 

Church for many years. 

· An active volunteer at St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish - 

past member of the Finance Committee and has served the 

church and school by volunteering thousands of hours in multi-

ple roles over the years. 

· Past Board member of the Whiting-Robertsdale Chamber of 

Commerce. 

· Past coach at Clark High School, St. John the Baptist, and 

Robertsdale Little League instructing and teaching the youth of 

our community. 

· A regular volunteer for Pierogi Fest, Wickedly Whiting, and 

numerous other events in Whiting-Robertsdale. 

· Annually assists with the Whiting 4th of July Parade. 

· Fills in for Santa for the Whiting Christmas Parade (for more 

than 25 years), for the Elks, St. John Rosary, Whiting-

Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce, and many other gatherings. 

· Was the first Whiting-Robertsdale Chamber of Commerce 

Public Servant Award Recipient 

· Current Treasurer for the Whiting Knights of Columbus, a  

position he has held for more than a decade, while also handling 

a host of other duties within the organization, as well as serving 

as Treasurer of the Whiting Columbian Club. 

   Milan also makes an impact on the community’s quality of life 

as the Director of the Hammond Port Authority, a position that 

he has held for 19 years, and has worked for the City of Ham-

mond for more than 40 years. He has been described as a true 

blessing to our community; someone always willing to help, 

volunteer, or assist wherever there is need. 

   Congratulations Milan Kruszynski, you have earned this 

award! 
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Oiler Spills: School City of Whiting News 

by Cynthia Scroggins, Superintendent 

   Embrace the season of renewal as we welcome 

spring! Warmer days and sunshine will be coming 

allowing students more time to enjoy the outdoors. As 

a reminder, Spring Break will take place from March 

25th to April 1st. Classes resume on Tuesday, April 

2nd. We hope our families find time to rest, relax and 

have some fun during this time off. 

   SCW students and staff will be gearing up for the annual ILEARN testing 

after Spring Break. Students grades 3rd-8th will be participating in 

ILEARN testing beginning April 15th. The testing window is open until 

May 10th. The ILEARN test is used by the state to determine students’ aca-

demic progress toward meeting grade level standards. Please encourage 

your child during testing and ensure they are in school on time and well 

rested to help them perform their best. Our 2nd and 3rd grade students will 

participate in IREAD3 testing on March 5th and 6th. The IREAD test is 

used to identify students who are proficient in reading and those that need 

extra reading support. 3rd grade students who do not pass the IREAD must 

attend summer school and will have the opportunity to retake the test at the 

end of the summer school program enabling them to continue onto 4th 

grade. 

   Our Nathan Hale kindergarteners recently celebrated the 100th day of 

kindergarten. Students had a wonderful time creating their 100th day pro-

jects to share with their classmates and teachers. Teachers planned special 

activities for the students to help celebrate the first 100 days of school. It is 

exciting to see the growth that our students have made and will continue to 

make for the remainder of the school year. 

   The SCW will be holding two Preschool and Kindergarten registration 

events for the 24/25 school year. The first one will take place on March 

21st; 9-11:15am and 12:15-2:30pm. Our second event will take place on 

May 3rd. Children must be 4 years old by August 1st to be eligible to en-

roll in preschool for next fall. Children must be 5 years old by August 1st to 

enroll in kindergarten. Getting your child enrolled early will secure your 

preschool spot for next year. Please contact the Nathan Hale office for more 

information on preschool and kindergarten enrollment for next year. 

   As a reminder, the SCW non-resident student enrollment for the 2024-

2025 school year is now open. New non-resident student spots are available 

in grades kindergarten through 9th grade. Application packets for nonresi-

dent enrollment are available at the central office and on the SCW website. 

The deadline to return applications is March 22nd. If the number of appli-

cations exceeds the number of available spots at each grade level a lottery 

will be conducted at the regular April school board meeting. Questions per-

taining to nonresident enrollment can be answered by calling the central 

office at 219-659-0656. Parents can find additional information regarding 

the process by visiting the district website at https://www.whiting.k12.in.us. 

   Remember to check our school website for important updates and an-

nouncements. Thank you for the support you continue to give to the School 

City of Whiting students! 

Triduum by Margaret Saliga 

   Holy Week begins March 24th with the Palm Sunday remembrance of 

Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and ends on March 31st, Easter 

Sunday in celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection. This is the most solemn and 

glorious week in Christianity, for it celebrates the great gift of Salvation: 

the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ - the Paschal 

Mystery. 

   The word Triduum comes from the Latin (tris– “three”; dies – “days”) 

and climaxes the Holy Week observance during several days, from sun-

down on Holy Thursday to sundown on Easter Sunday. The liturgies of 

these sacred days involve the mystery of God’s plan to save fallen human-

ity through the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the God-man. 

This wondrous mystery is remembered as one profound event, which ex-

tends over the final days of Holy Week. 

   For Christians throughout the world, Holy Week and the Easter Season 

are the most important time in in the liturgical year. Together Christians 

celebrate God’s generous, merciful love for all humanity. 

   The W/R Catholic community will celebrate the Holy Thursday litur-

gy of the Lord’s Supper on March 28th, 7pm at St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Church. This begins the time of profound remembrance, as we 

enter the sacred Triduum to pray the profound mysteries of our faith. 

   On the night before he died, Jesus washed the apostles feet and then ate 

a final meal with them as he commissioned them: “Do this in remem-

brance of me.” Following Jesus’ example, our priests recommit them-

selves to faithful service, as they symbolically wash the feet of church 

members. Then the faithful partake in the Eucharistic banquet, thereby 

fulfilling Jesus’ command to “Eat my flesh and drink my blood.” 

   Following the mass, all are invited to spend the remainder of the even-

ing praying and keeping watch, at church or at home. In the garden of 

Gethsemene, the apostles all fell asleep. We do well to keep watch and 

pray for the needs of our families, our community and our world. 

   Good Friday, March 29th commemorates the day Jesus brought salva-

tion through his horrific crucifixion. Holy Saturday, March 30th rever-

ences Jesus’ burial in the tomb, which was followed by his glorious resur-

rection from the dead. 

   Jesus is the victor over death. Our sadness gives way to resurrection joy 

as we sing our Easter Alleluias and proclaim Christ is risen! Indeed, He is 

risen! Because He lives, we too will live eternally.  

Whiting Fire Dept. Announces Participation with the 

Home Fire Campaign  by Don Harbin, Fire Chief 

   The Whiting Fire Department is proud to announce its participation in 

the Home Fire Campaign launched by the American Red Cross, which 

aims to prevent fire related-deaths and injuries while making the homes in 

our community safer. The Home Fire Campaign consists of the installation 

of 10-year life lithium battery smoke alarms and providing residents with 

home fire safety information, including how to create an escape plan. The 

goal of the Whiting Fire Department and the American Red Cross is to pro-

vide these items free of charge to all Whiting residents who request this ser-

vice. 

   The American Red Cross phone number to begin the process is 1-888-684-

1441. Once the initial call is made the resident will then receive a call back 

with a scheduled installation date and time to be completed by the Whiting 

Fire Department. Due to limited installation dates, the Home Fire Campaign 

will be rolled out to the city on a block-by-block basis, with eventually the 

entire City of Whiting having an opportunity to participate in the program. 

Businesses or large-scale property managed buildings are not eligible to par-

ticipate in the program. 

   The program is now open to all Whiting residents on the blocks of 

Fischrupp Ave., John St., Fred St., 121st St., Steiber St., Schrage Ave., 

White Oak Ave., and the 2600 block of Birch Ave. and will work its way 

through the entire city. Residents will be notified when their street is availa-

ble to schedule the service. If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact the Whiting Fire Department at 219-659-1069. 

Show & Tell Night at Museum 

by Gayle Faulkner Kosalko 

      Once again it’s time for the popular Show & 

Tell evening at the Historical Society. The meeting will 

be held at 5pm so those of you who work during the day, 

can also attend! Feel free to bring anything you have 

that’s old, or interesting, or part of your family history and share your stories 

about it with us. You’ll find that every “story” leads to another person’s 

“story” and the meeting is truly fun. 

     Show and Tell Night will be held on Thursday, March 21st at 5pm at 

the new History Center Museum, 1606 – 119th Street (just across from 

the parking lot of the Baptist Church). There’ll be refreshments, new and old 

friends, and it’s all free.  
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American Legion Posts  by Harry P. Triplett 

   First and foremost, let’s set the clocks ahead on March 

10th so we can all stay out later. Thanks to all who en-

joyed the Super Bowl at the Post. Hope your team won! 

First, we will have our extra lean Corned Beef Dinner on 

Thursday, March 7th from 4pm-7pm. That’s a meal that will appeal! 

Then, our buttered, crispy Fish Dinner will be on Friday, March 29th from 

4pm-7pm. Come out and enjoy our sweet environment. Looking forward to 

April, our old-fashioned Country Breakfast will start your day from 9am-

12pm. 

   The Post has hall rental so you can keep your party in town. Give us a call 

at 219-659-0215 for more information on our festive hall. Wishing the best 

of the month, come in and enjoy our hospitality. We are open for new mem-

bers and friends. ‘Till next month! 

Good Friday Interdenominational Prayer Service 

by Margaret Saliga 

   You are invited to join with the various religious  

denominations of our W/R faith community for an hour 

of prayer from 12pm-1pm on Friday, March 29th. 

This year’s service is hosted by the Pentecostal 

Church of God, House of Hope, 119th Street &  

Stanton Avenue. Prayerful song, Sacred Scripture, and 

an inspiring message of God’s abundant love, poured 

out for us through Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection, will bless the 

noontime gathering. 

   The Community Choir under the direction of Mr. Brian Marciniak will 

offer pre-service music at 11:45am. Those wishing to sing with the choir 

should arrive at 11am for a brief rehearsal. Everyone is most welcome. 

Questions? Call Margaret Saliga at 219-659-4138. 

Golden Gatherings: Seniors Unite at the Mascot Hall of 

Fame  by Valarie Reyes, MHOF Special Event Coordinator 

   Lake County seniors looking for a vibrant atmosphere and engaging activi-

ties need look no further than the Mascot Hall of Fame. Every Wednesday, 

the young at heart are invited to join in the festivities of Senior Wednesdays, 

an initiative designed to foster socialization, learning, and activity among 

senior citizens. 

   From 9am until 2pm, seniors can immerse themselves in a diverse array of 

activities tailored to their interests and well-being. Dance classes, meditation 

sessions, exercise routines, card games, DIY projects, and informative clas-

ses are just some of the scheduled events of the year. It's a chance for seniors 

to not only enjoy themselves but also to acquire new skills and stay active in 

a welcoming environment. 

   The Mascot Hall of Fame's Senior Wednesdays wouldn't be possible  

without the generous grant and support of the Legacy Foundation. Their 

commitment to enhancing the lives of all people in Lake County is com-

mendable, and this partnership underscores a shared dedication to providing 

meaningful experiences to the senior community. 

   March is Wellness Month, with a special focus on promoting health and 

well-being among seniors. Each Wednesday in March kicks off with a cof-

fee hour at 9am, followed by an invigorating exercise session and a variety 

of enriching activities or classes. 

   Here's a sneak peek at the exciting lineup for March: 

March 6th - 10am - Meditation and Sound Bath by Loving Kindness Yoga 

& Meditation ($) 

March 13th - 11am - DIY Essential Oil Candle 

March 20th - 11am - Mandala Dot Art 

March 27th - 11am - Bingo 

   To participate, seniors are required to register for activities and classes one 

week in advance by calling 219-354-8814. 

   For Lake County seniors seeking camaraderie, enrichment, and fun, Senior 

Wednesdays at the Mascot Hall of Fame offer an unbeatable experience. 

Come join in the excitement and discover the joys of staying young at heart! 



 

 

              The Year of the Volunteer? 

   Historically, Whiting Robertsdale could bank on its level of volunteerism. 

It may not have been the wealthiest community in the nation, the smartest 

(although we certainly have our share of know-it-alls), the prettiest, the 

cleanest (we continue to have a litter problem), but one of the more unique 

aspects of living here is that we had a lot of people who were willing to 

give their time. Those volunteers were what made our community what it 

is, and the envy of many others. But that isn’t quite the case any longer, and 

that could be a huge loss for the community, its identity, and its future. 

   Our community is dependent on volunteers: our churches, schools, 

fraternal organizations, and events like Pierogi Fest, the Easter Parade, 

Wickedly Whiting, the Kris Kringle Market, Studio 659, the concerts on 

Sheridan, the cleanups, flower giveaways, and much more all occur 

because of volunteers. Those events and activities are what define us, but 

all those activities are only possible due to volunteers, and most of those 

activities largely draw from the same small group of individuals. Even this 

newspaper is largely written by a group of volunteers. 

   I think many forget the importance and impact that volunteerism has on 

our quality of life, so let me give you just one example. Everyone loves to 

talk about Pierogi Fest, which has put our community on the map more 

than any other event. People come from throughout the United States and 

even abroad to partake in the fun. However, to make Pierogi Fest a success, 

we have to fill more than 650 volunteer positions, each working about 4 

hours. Giving up 4 hours once a year is a pretty reasonable ask, and no, you 

do not have to be a member of the Chamber of Commerce either. 

  Yes, we all have other things to do, and your time is valuable but so is 

mine and those that currently volunteer. An even bigger challenge is that 

those of us who volunteer are getting older, while our events continue to 

grow in size and popularity. That translates into needing a lot of additional 

help. 

   There are 12,000 people in Whiting Robertsdale, and another 3,000 in 

North Hammond. If we want to continue to enjoy our unique quality of life, 

then we need more people to step up and help out by volunteering. Just 

imagine what we could do if everyone donated 4 hours a year to different 

community causes: the sound of the church choirs, the fun that our events 

would provide, not to mention the fun everyone would have being part of 

those events and the community! On the other hand, imagine what it would 

be like if there were no choirs, no concerts, no festivals, parades, art 

programs, and events. I know it sounds a bit dire, but our community would 

be like the many others that wish they were Whiting-Robertsdale. 

   If you would like to help out, please call the Chamber at 219-659-0292 or 

any other not-for-profit, or church in the community. I can assure you; they 

will be happy to hear from you. 

   Note: Tune in to The Morning Call with Tom Dabertin on Wednesday 

mornings from 6-9 AM on WJOB 1230 AM, 104.7 FM, and on the TuneIn 

app, and JedTv. 

LOCAL VIEW   

by Tom Dabertin  
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LARC and WREN –Two “Birds” of 

a Feather Working Together for the 

Better  by Tom Markovich 

   A new “bird” has landed in Whiting/

Robertsdale: WREN (an acronym for Whiting 

Robertsdale Environmental Neighbors). Together 

with the Chamber’s LARC (the Litter Awareness 

and Remediation Committee), WREN will help to 

raise environmental awareness and involvement 

of Whiting and Robertsdale residents and will 

take action to bring positive, visible results to our 

lakefront community. The synergies of the two 

groups working together in the areas of communi-

ty clean-up and resident involvement will be 

unique. We have only just begun. 

   Lynn Haynes’ article elsewhere in this newspa-

per introduces WREN and its first project: the 

NexTrex Challenge. Three plastic collection bins 

will be placed at these 3 locations in the commu-

nity: Whiting Library Children’s entrance, Whit-

ing City Hall entrance, and Stracks. 

   The challenge is to collect 1000 pounds of plas-

tic, including bottle caps, over a year’s time. If we 

meet the challenge, we can win a bench made 

from the recycled plastic which will be placed 

somewhere in the community, a location that will 

be decided on when the contest is over. 

   All plastic must be clean, dry, and free of food 

residue. Plastic grocery bags, bread bags, bubble 

wrap, dry cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, ice 

bags, plastic shipping envelopes, Ziploc and other 

food storage bags including cereal storage bags, 

bottled water case overwrap, salt bags plastic 

wrap and stretch film, wood pellet bags and pro-

duce bags are acceptable, 

   A list of acceptable caps and lids is too lengthy 

to include here; to keep it simple, however, know 

that we’ll collect any plastic lids. We will sort 

them after they’re received. Please ask family, 

friends, and your favorite local businesses to save 

plastic as well as plastic caps from bottles and 

containers. It will take all of us working together 

to achieve this very worthy goal. 

   In the next article we’ll have information about 

the upcoming Earth Day clean-up efforts. Keep 

your eyes open and get involved. There’s so much 

that each of us can do to make Whiting Rob-

ertsdale the best it can be. Thank you for stepping 

up to the challenge. Until next time. 

Upcoming Events from The North 

Township Trustee’s Office 

   The North Township Trustee's Office is one 

the largest of the State of Indiana's 1,008 Town-

ships. It is a government agency serving the com-

munities of East Chicago, Hammond, High-

land, Munster, Whiting, and Griffith. Its prima-

ry function is to provide assistance to those in 

need. This is done through an extensive applica-

tion process making sure you receive the assis-

tance you need. Assistance is provided for food, 

household/personal items, emergency disaster 

relief, rental/mortgage, utilities, clothing, medical 

expenses, funeral/burial and/or cremation. 

   Watch for numerous events coming up in the 

Spring. Events are family friendly and communi-

ty engagement is encouraged. Here a list of 

what's coming up: 

Veterans Coffee Social - March 12th, April 

9th, May 14th, 9am - 11am at the Wicker Me-

morial Park Clubhouse 

Senior Citizen Luncheon - March 13th, April 

10th, May 8th, 10am - 1:30pm at the Wicker 

Memorial Park Social Center 

Senior Citizen Four Winds Casino Bus Trip -

 March 19th, April 16th, May 21st, 8:30am - 

4pm 

Senior Citizen Easter Bingo - March 21st, 

Noon - 3pm at the Wicker Memorial Park So-

cial Center 

Easter Egg Hunt - March 23rd, 10:30am - 

Noon at Wicker Memorial Park 

The Challenge Is On!  by Lynn Haynes 

   Do you think our community can collect 1,000 

pounds of plastic bags and film in 12 months? 

WREN (Whiting-Robertsdale Environmental 

Neighbors) is challenging our community mem-

bers to meet this goal. The NexTrex Challenge 

provides a recycling solution for plastic film 

packaging that keeps thousands of pounds of 

waste out of landfills by recycling them into eco-

friendly outdoor products. If we collect 1000 

pounds by February 2025, Trex will supply us 

with a bench made out of Trex material. 

   Here is how it works, WREN has placed collec-

tion bins at these 3 locations in the community: 

Whiting Library Children’s entrance, Whiting 

City Hall entrance, and Stracks. All you have to 

do is save plastic grocery bags and film and place 

it in the bins provided. Here are the materials we 

are collecting: grocery bags, bread bags, bubble 

wrap, dry cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, 

ice bags, plastic shipping envelopes, Ziploc and 

other food storage bags, cereal bags, case over-

wrap, salt bags, plastic wrap or stretch film, 

wood pellet bags, and produce bags. 

CCSJ Hosts Annual  

Humanities Festival 

   Calumet College of St. Joseph 

will host its annual Humanities 

Festival from March 20th-23rd, 

2024. The event celebrates the role Philosophy, 

the Arts, Religion, Literature, and History play in 

living a meaningful life. The theme of this year's 

festival is "Journeys." Sessions open to the pub-

lic include a keynote address by Dr. Larry 

McClellan about the Underground Railroad sites 

in the Calumet Region, a Women's History Month 

Panel featuring CCSJ president Dr. Amy McCor-

mack, and the student production of “Emotional 

Baggage,” a wordless play that focuses on non-

verbal storytelling through mask and movement.  

   For more information, contact Mark Casello 

(mcassello@ccsj.edu) or Brian Lowry 

(blowry@ccsj.edu). 

WR Historical Society Field Trip to 

Community Center 

by Rebecca Haynes 

   Whiting’s famous 

Community Center, 

now home to the 

YMCA, is one of the 

most important 

buildings in the city’s 

history. It has been home to major meetings dur-

ing the Standard Oil era, hosted countless 

events, parades, and programs, and stands 

strongly in the memory of many generations of 

Whiting residents. Come celebrate the 101st 

year of the Community Center with the Whiting-

Robertsdale Historical Society. Our field trip on 

Sunday, April 21st will take guests through the 

building with our team of volunteers telling sto-

ries and providing information along the way. 

Tickets for the event will go on sale in March. 

We hope you are able to join us.  

   For more information please contact Rebecca 

Haynes at haynes.wrhs@gmail.com.  

The Easter Vigil 
by Margaret Saliga 

   As darkness falls on Holy 

Saturday evening, the Universal 

Church anticipates the celebra-

tion of Jesus’ triumph over 

death. The W/R Catholic 

Community will celebrate the 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil at St. John the 

Baptist Catholic Church on March 30th at 

8pm. On that night the Church gathers outside 

the church’s main entrance to witness the bless-

ing of the new fire, which is symbolic of Christ 

our light. The Paschal Candle is lit with the 

“new fire” and processed into the dark church, 

symbolic of the empty tomb. One by one can-

dles are lit from the paschal Candle, symboliz-

ing the Light of Christ shared by all. 

   The Easter Vigil, filled with rich symbolism, 

is truly the most important liturgy of the entire 

Church year. You are invited to participate (in 

church or virtually online) in this triumphal cele-

bration of the Paschal Mystery, Jesus’ suffering, 

death and resurrection, and the gift of eternal life 

freely offered to all. 

   FYI: All SJB Holy Week liturgies will be 

livestreamed. Go to stjohnbap.org and follow 

the prompts. 

Triduum Morning Prayer 

by Margaret Saliga 

   Morning Prayer according to the Liturgy of 

the Hours will be prayed at St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Church on Holy Thursday, Good  

Friday, and Holy Saturday at 7am (March 

28th, 29th, and 30th). This sharing of sacred 

scripture and psalmody dates back to the early 

Church and has continued to be prayed through-

out the Universal Church for almost 20 centu-

ries.  

   You are invited to join in the solemnity of  

our High Holy Days by participating in Morning 

Prayer and the many prayer opportunities  

offered during the sacred Triduum. All are  

welcome. 

Good Friday Services 

by Margaret Saliga 

   In the Catholic tradition, the 

Good Friday Celebration of 

the Lord’s Passion will be at 

St. Adalbert Church at 3pm 

on March 29th. 

   The Student-Led Stations of the Cross are at 

7pm Friday, March 29th. All are welcome. The 

Stations will be live-streamed and accessed at: 

stjohnbap.org. 
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Meet our Members  

 

Arts Alive! Presents Studio 659 

by Elliot Bibat 

   Whiting-Robertsdale is a community with an  

extensive track record of supporting the arts.  

Whether you’re seeing a show at the Marian Theatre 

Guild, or listening to a concert performed by the 

Whiting Park Festival Orchestra on a warm summer 

evening, the arts have long been an important part of 

its traditions and culture. Since its formation in 

1998, Arts Alive! has been another invaluable  

resource for the arts and arts education in Whiting-

Robertsdale, providing the community with activi-

ties, classes, concerts, and exhibits in its commit-

ment to promote and preserve the arts. 

   “We are all about keeping music and art develop-

ing in the community,” Arts Alive’s president Jean 

Wilkening said, “We have to keep art going. There could be a kid out there 

who does so poorly in school, who hates school, and if they get to play an in-

strument or develop an art, it could change their life.” 

   Arts Alive! and Studio 659 have been offering plenty of opportunities for  

the community members to view local artwork, listen to local musicians, and 

participate in creating artwork of their own. The studio holds different art clas-

ses for all ages, currently offering a Kids’ Painting Class, Adult Dance Classes, 

and an Adult Crochet Class. Additionally, Studio 659  also hosts many different 

art exhibits throughout the year, each with its own theme, with artwork submit-

ted by local artists from throughout Northwest Indiana, Chicago, and beyond.  

   Jean spoke about the studio’s current art exhibit as of this writing, titled 

“Catharsis,” which is centered around different artists’ portrayals of mental 

health and its path to destigmatization. The exhibit closed on February 29th and 

a new exhibit titled “Simple Distractions,” featuring artwork by artist  

Nicholas P. Decker, is set to take its place on March 8th.  

  “Our monthly shows get nice 

crowds, they really do,” Jean said, 

“Our February show called 

‘Catharsis’ is about mental health. 

We have all sorts of booklets in 

the studio right now that people 

can come and get to learn more 

about the suicide hotline, and 

that’s all possible because of this 

show.” 

   Arts Alive! and Studio 659 are 

also bringing back Open Mic Nights, where members of the community are 

invited to share their talents, whether it’s music, poetry, comedy, or other per-

formative medians. This year, Arts Alive! plans to hold Open Mic Nights out-

doors at the Sheridan Stage during the warmer months. 

   Jean was also excited to share some news about this year’s Summer Sheridan 

Concert Series, a popular summertime event in Downtown Whiting organized 

by Arts Alive! All featured acts for this year’s series have been selected and 

include local bands such as Stern Approval, Visions of Santana, and Jessi & 

The Fizz. The full list and concert dates will be announced in the coming 

months.  

   “We have nine concerts coming up,” Jean said, “and we’re well booked. 

There’s nine different shows starting June 7th all the way to August 30th. 

There’ll be some soft rock, acoustic, a Latin band, all different kinds! It’s a nice 

variety this year. We’re also having bands at Sheridan Plaza for Whiting Dining 

Alfresco, which I’m really excited about.” 

   The arts are truly alive and well in the Whiting-Robertsdale community 

thanks to Arts Alive! and Studio 659. They have so much going on this year 

that it’s impossible to fit it all into a single article. Arts Alive! submits articles 

to the WRite Stuff regularly, and there’s plenty of information from them to read 

about in this month’s edition. They are also very active on social media through 

Studio 659’s Facebook page and regularly post about upcoming kids’ crafts, 

classes, exhibits, open mic nights, and more! Studio 659 is located at 1413 - 

119th Street and is open Thursdays and Fridays from 4pm-7pm and on  

Saturdays from 10am-2pm. They can be reached via direct message on Studio 

659’s Facebook page and by calling 219-659-8828. 

Mascot Hall of Fame Takes the Gold as USA  

Today's #1 Pop Culture Museum! 

by Valarie Reyes, MHOF Special Event Coordinator  

   The Mascot Hall of Fame 

has soared to victory, 

clinching the prestigious 

title of USA Today's Top 

Pop Culture Museum in 

the nation, solidifying its 

status as the ultimate desti-

nation for interactive fun 

and sports mascot-themed 

adventures! This incredible 

feat marks a momentous 

occasion not only for the 

beloved mascots but also 

for the dedicated team be-

hind the scenes who work 

tirelessly to bring joy and 

laughter to visitors from all 

corners of the globe. 

   Nestled in the heart of whimsy and wonder, the MHOF stands as a 

beacon of joy for children and adults alike, offering a captivating jour-

ney through the wacky world of sports mascots. From the moment 

visitors step through the doors, they are welcomed by oversized heads 

of hall of fame mascots suspended from the ceiling, a vibrant display 

of colors that instantly sparks joy, laughter, and limitless imagination. 

   With interactive STEAM exhibits around every corner, the Mascot 

Hall of Fame transforms learning into an adventure. From testing your 

skills at the T-Shirt Shooter to designing your own mascot audition 

video, every activity sparks creativity and curiosity in young minds. 

   "Our museum is all about bringing joy and inspiration to children 

through the magic of mascots," said Paige Grabinski, Special Event 

Coordinator at the Mascot Hall of Fame. "We're thrilled to be recog-

nized as the top pop culture museum in the nation! It's really a compli-

ment to the hard work and passion of our amazing staff, who are com-

mitted to making every visit unforgettable for every guest." 

   As confetti rains down and cheers echo, the Mascot Hall of Fame 

stands tall as a testament to the power of imagination and the bound-

less possibilities of play. So why not plan your next adventure with 

us? Whether it's a family outing, a birthday bash or a special occasion 

to celebrate with friends. Why not elevate your experience by renting 

out our vibrant 3rd floor, the Furitorium, for an experience that's sure 

to be unforgettable. Come on out and join us for a day filled with end-

less memories at the Mascot Hall of Fame! 

   The Mascot Hall of Fame is located at 1851 Front Street in  

Whiting, IN. For more information, we can be reached at 219-354-

8814. To stay up to date on all of our upcoming events, visit our web-

site at mascothalloffame.com. 



Beauty Will Save Whiting, Indiana: Support  

Whiting’s Historic Art and Architecture 

by Fr. Andrew Summerson 

   Have you ever seen a painting so beautiful you  

couldn’t stop looking at it? The painting is not moving, 

but it moves you! Beauty doesn’t just attract, it can also 

transform. As Fyodor Dostoyevsky wrote, “Beauty will 

save the world.”  

   Whiting boasts striking beauty in some of its church-

es, including St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church on Clark Street. The 

founders had the intuition that beauty has a summoning power. Consider St. 

Mary’s architecture: The current building dates to 1917 and was designed 

by architect and St. Mary’s sixth pastor, Fr. Michael Corbeau (Korba). The 

large dome ceiling supported by pendants is modeled after the renowned 

sixth-century Hagia Sophia in Constantinople, today Istanbul. It was the 

largest church worldwide for almost 1,000 years and the reference point for 

architectural excellence. When Michelangelo was charged with the design 

of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, he looked for examples of perfection and 

based his design on Hagia Sophia. 

   In the early 20th century, it was uncommon for 

Eastern churches in the United States to pay such 

attention to architectural history, so St. Mary’s 

architecture is unusual for this period. 

   The church interior offers a vast canvas. For 

many years, St. Mary’s ceiling and walls featured 

dramatic, baroque images of the glorious myster-

ies of the Rosary. These paintings accompanied 

and inspired many, including St. Mary’s parish-

ioner and painter Al Odlivak, dubbed “the Nor-

man Rockwell of Whiting.” He considered his 

finest work to be his paintings of the church inte-

rior. 

   In 2012-13, St. Mary’s repainted its interior to 

incorporate traditional Byzantine iconography to 

match its architecture inspired by Hagia Sophia. 

What remains from the original design are the 

stained glass windows, dating to the first half of the 20th century. They fea-

ture saints and scenes from the New Testament. The time has come to pre-

serve these historic windows and ensure they are around for a long time. 

This process, which will involve installing protective glazing and interior 

venting and repairing window frames, will keep our windows watertight 

and temperature-resistant and hedge against future corrosion. The new glaz-

ing will also expose our windows to the outside for passersby to appreciate. 

      To support this important 

preservation project, we are inau-

gurating our “Searcher for the 

Lost Gala,” on Saturday, April 

13th, 6 pm-10 pm, at The Lost 

Marsh.  

   Supporting this initiative is 

easy: You can join us on April 13 

for a fine meal,  live entertain-

ment, and dynamic stories about 

St. Mary’s we are sure you will 

love. You can also participate in 

the silent auction and place an ad 

and or a congratulatory message 

in our program book. Other 

sponsorship opportunities are forthcoming.  

   We will be joined by a special guest, Bishop Robert Pipta of Parma, as 

well as other church and civic leaders, who will add to the significance of 

our event. However, at the heart of the evening is celebration–a celebration 

of faith and of being a part of the Whiting-Robertsdale community for 125 

years. So, I hope to see you at our gala April 13th!  

   Tickets are available at www.stmarywhiting.org/gala. For table sponsor-

ships and ad inquiries, email at stmarywhiting@parma.org or call (219) 

765-1316. 

Whiting Elks News  by Mike Borgetti 

   The Elks will continue our Friday Fish Fries through 

March 29th, 2024. The menu will include your choice of 

lake perch, walleye, or shrimp along with the sides. You 

may also choose to select combos with two or all three of 

the main entrees. Dinners will be served from 5-8 pm.  

   On Saturday, May 18th, the Whiting Elks will be hosting the return of  

Teresa Rose, The Firehouse Medium. Doors will open at 6pm with the 

event beginning at 7:30pm. All profits for this event will be donated to the 

Indiana Elks Cancer Research Fund. Call 219-484-0229 to make reserva-

tions or for additional information.  

   On Saturday, April 27th, 2024 put on your blue suede shoes and join us 

for “The Essence of Elvis” Show featuring Curt Lechner. Curt Lechner 

has been performing "The Essence Of Elvis" Show since 2002 The show 

will run from 7pm-9:30pm. Call 219-484-0229 to make reservations or for 

additional information  

   Hello everyone. Today’s column focuses on environmen-

tal issues of concern in the 1st District. 

   Cargill needs to be a better neighbor. In January, residents had no imme-

diate response to calls about the loud humming noise that occurred over a 6

-hour period during the night. If they are community partners, they need to 

respond to complaints effectively. When residents call, there should be a 

process in place to investigate within the plant and/or have their security or 

management go into the neighborhood to recognize how they are affecting 

the quality of life. 

   Further examples of inadequate responses to resident concerns occurred 

when tanks at the BP refinery leaked and released toxic vapors, and when 

BP experienced a power outage. Residents saw flare stacks sending flames 

into the air, black smoke trailing into the distance, and felt the ground shak-

ing. North Hammond residents watched as the black and grey smoke in the 

Northeast suddenly shifted in their direction because of a wind shift. Resi-

dents wondered what was in that smoke and haze. BP’s communication 

with the community was lacking and needs to be remedied. 

   I was one of several concerned citizens, city officials, and environmental 

groups who were locked out of E.C. Central High School when the meeting 

to address the BP refinery air permit renewal was abruptly cancelled. The 

meeting was rescheduled to take place at Calumet College. 

   Residents also need more information about 3-141st Street from the de-

veloper and the city. I have asked for reports and plans and although I have 

attended several meetings, I still don’t have a firm grip on the plans to re-

mediate and develop that site. This is a concern because the environmental 

history there is fraught with issues and past operations have adversely im-

pacted the residential, industrial and recreational resources that surround 

the site. I will keep on top of this planned development so history does not 

repeat itself. 

   Former Clark HS Athletic Field infrastructure is moving along and the 

generally mild winter has been much appreciated by the construction crews. 

The new Fire Station #2 is progressing - steel framework is up and exterior 

block walls are being erected. 

   February 9th was the deadline for candidates to file for the May primary. 

Please exercise your right to vote. April 8th is the deadline to register to 

vote, and in-person voting begins April 9th. If you are interested, the list of 

candidates is available on the county website: https://lakecounty.in.gov/

departments/voters/election-candidates/ 

   As many of you know, we recently lost a pastor, servant and shepherd. 

Rev. Stanley Dominik died on February 5th. He faithfully served the Gary 

Diocese at several parishes, including Sacred Heart and his home parish of 

St. Adalbert, and he taught at Bishop Noll for many years. May he rest in 

peace. 

 

1ST DISTRICT NEWS  

by Mark Kalwinski - Hammond Councilman 
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Al Odlivak’s painting and 

comments on St. Mary’s 

featured in a local news-

paper. (Source: Whiting-

Robertsdale Historical 

Society) 

The stained glass triptych on the south wall 

of St. Mary Church features Jesus’ entrance 

into Jerusalem in the main window, flanked 

by two windows of a theologian and bishop 

saint. (Photo Credit: Memory Makers Stu-

dios) 





 

Holding Hands 

   One of the most important lessons we learn is to 

hold hands. Anyone who’s been to kindergarten 

knows the rule by heart: “When you go out, hold 

hands and stick together.” During the school year, 

we see this rule practiced many times as groups of 

small children walk along with their hands joined 

together. Like links in a joyous chain, they enrich 

us with their laughter. But for those of us who 

didn’t go to kindergarten, we learned the hand-

holding rule just the same. Mom taught us. 

   Early on, he was told to always hold his 

mother’s hand, especially when crossing streets 

and stepping up and down curbs. Because of his 

questionable coordination, his mom held his hand 

to support and steady his stumble-prone feet. 

Whenever they went shopping in Chicago, he’d 

hold her hand tightly for both comfort and 

security, as he feared becoming lost in such a big 

city so far from home. He liked holding his 

mom’s hand. Her touch engendered assurance. 

And even in winter, with his woolen mittens 

firmly grasping her gloved hand, he felt protected 

and safe. 

   Then, in what seemed like a short time, the day 

came when he no longer needed to hold his 

mother’s hand. Now when they went shopping, he 

walked proudly by himself, alongside his 

mom like a grown-up. His mother was 

pleased with her son’s self-reliance and 

confidence. She smiled to herself; he had 

learned well. 

   Once he started third grade, he would not 

hold hands again until adolescence. When 

he did, it wouldn’t involve his mom or a fear of 

being lost. What fostered his renewed interest in 

handholding was an affair of the heart. Now when 

he held hands, delicious new feelings made their 

presence known. Even in winter, with her thick 

woolen mittens gently grasping his gloved hand, 

he felt her touch. Before long, he was holding 

hands on a steady basis with one young lady. 

They shared a mutual affection for each other, 

and their relationship grew stronger still. More 

than fifty years later, they continue to hold hands. 

   When they became parents, they, too, taught 

their children to hold hands, a prerequisite for 

crossing streets, stepping up and down curbs, and 

going shopping. Every time a child’s mother or 

father takes them by the hand, they instill a sense 

of belonging. Such guardianship reinforces the 

child’s worth, strengthens the parental bond, and 

nourishes the family. Holding hands is therapy for 

the body, spirit, and soul. Fringe benefits. 

   He had helped his mother ever since his father 

had passed away in 1965. As she was now past 80 

with troublesome vision, he took her shopping for 

groceries and other things. He was aware how she 

held his hand as they crossed streets and stepped 

up and down curbs. He was there to steady and 

support her, and she welcomed his touch. 

   He took her hand, carefully guiding her across 

icy sidewalks and snowy streets. She held his 

hand tightly, for both comfort and safety. 

Sometimes she held his arm for added balance. 

Now it was he who gave her assurance and 

protection. The pupil had become the teacher. On 

the day she suffered her fatal stroke, he held her 

hand for the last time. 

   Some things in life come full circle, reflecting 

both sameness and change. So, it is with holding 

hands. In the beginning, one hand is strong, the 

other hesitant, uncertain. One hand guides, the 

other dependent. During adolescence and many 

years thereafter, joined hands become one, 

sharing strength and confidence from which 

lifetimes are built. As the circle begins to close, 

one hand is assuring, protective, the other is frail, 

fragile, unsteady, and tentative. Yet when joined 

together—when linked as one—an extraordinary 

transformation occurs. The joined hands convey 

commitment, a wordless promise of guardianship. 

Holding hands engenders holding hearts. 

Regardless of one’s age, holding hands begins as 

a lesson, then shared as a gift, becomes a treasure, 

and blossoms into a living bouquet of heartfelt 

love. 

   Over the course of her life, his mom taught him 

many lessons. One of the most important was to 

hold hands. 

 

KOCH’S CHOICE  

by Al Koch 

Writers Connect Celebrates 1 Year Anniversary 

by Elliot Bibat 

   On the first and third Tuesdays of each month, the writers of Writers 

Connect meet at the Whiting Public Library to share their writing and dis-

cuss their work. Some of them bring poems, others bring short stories, jour-

nal entries, essays, or scripts. What began a year ago  as a paid writing class 

at Studio 659 evolved into a weekly meeting of these writers to talk about 

what inspires their writing and to learn more about the process from one 

another. 

   “I always wanted to have a writing class or a writing group in Whiting.  

So when I went to people and asked, I pictured more of a structured setting. 

But what developed was so much richer,” said Deb Salinas, who organizes 

and leads the Writers Connect meetings, “We gathered so many talented  

poets, storytellers, screenwriters, and novelists, some beginners and some 

with published work, and what we’ve learned from each other is so much 

richer than what we could learn in any classroom, and I think we inspire 

each other.” 

   Writers Connect is comprised of writers from varying walks of life, from 

college students to retirees, so the writers are able to convey very diverse 

points of view when sharing their work. One writer, Amie Bernard, said 

that Writers Connect has helped her branch out from the things she typical-

ly writes about and expanded her horizons by urging her to look inward 

when writing. 

   “When I came to this group, I started out being what I call an ‘urban land-

scape poet’ because I pretty much wrote about Whiting and the refinery and 

the tank farms,” Amie said, “but once I got exposed to everybody else’s 

style’s, stream of consciousness in particular, I found myself doing that and 

it’s opened up a lot of doors for me, breaking those barriers that I put on 

myself. I can’t tell you the last time I wrote an urban landscape poem.” 

   Dave Sandrick, who started out as the instructor of the class, now attends 

as a fellow writer and expanded on the topic of looking inward. 

    “I always appreciate what people pull from within, who they are and 

what they’re wrestling with, our demons of the past or our past mistakes, 

our past triumphs,” Dave said, “ The pain and the hurt and the rawness is 

what sticks around. Writing helps us process that again and it may take ten 

writings. Who knows?” 

  “I really enjoy the different genres that come up in this group,” said  

Donna Strabavy, another writer who regularly attends meetings with her 

poems, “I like  everybody’s different points of view and different writings 

with poetry and stories and plays and skits. It gives everybody a chance to 

get some inspiration from everyone else.” 

   In a typical Writers Connect meeting, attendees are encouraged to share a 

piece of writing they’ve worked on over the two weeks since their last ses-

sion. There’s no pressure to share if they don’t wish to, if they have nothing 

prepared, or if they feel what they’re working on isn’t ready yet. With what 

writing is shared, discussions are led without judgement. Other writers  

express what they like about the piece, offer constructive feedback, and  

often share experiences they may have had that relate to the subject matter 

of the writing. 

   “I think it’s really helped because improvised  speaking, letting every-

thing out at once, may not be exactly what you feel,” Matthew Mota, one 

of the group’s younger writers, expressed, “When you’re able to write it out 

and look at it, add a little structure to it, and really examine your own 

words, that’s what brings out your own thoughts. That’s what I’ve really 

enjoyed about this group - putting my thoughts out with more of a refined 

structure to it, in a structure where I can look at it and say ‘Now that’s what 

I was trying to get across.’” 

   The next meetings of Writers Connect will be held at the Whiting Public 

Library on March 5th and March 19th from 6:30pm to 8pm. Interested 

in joining? Feel free to stop by! Perhaps you’ll discover that you also have a 

passion or knack for writing. Questions? Contact Deb Salinas at 

dsalinasone@astound.net. 
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The writers of Writers Connect, December 2023. 







Whiting Code Enforcement 

by Harry Peterson, Enforcement Officer 

   A sometimes-overlooked part of Code Enforcement but a very important 

part of city services is garbage collection. Garbage and recycling collection 

is an integral part of providing city services to keep our city clean and 

healthy. There are a couple of city ordinances related to garbage that could 

result in a violation or fine if noncompliance occurs. 

WMC 8-108: Garbage in receptacles. 

WMC 8-112: Bagging of garbage. It shall be unlawful for any individual to 

dispose of any garbage in any can or receptacle without such garbage being 

bagged and tied or sealed. 

WMC 8-131: Importing of waste. It shall be illegal for any person, busi-

ness, or entity to import or contract to import waste materials of any type, 

including garbage, refuse, construction, and demolition. 

   If you have construction materials such as wood, drywall, flooring, dirt, 

rocks, etc. do not place these items in the garbage tote. Place them in plas-

tic construction bags and place the bags next to the garbage tote for pick 

up. If you have larger items, please place them neatly behind your property 

for pickup. Nails must be removed for workers safety. 

   The general rule is each single-family house should have one garbage tote 

and one recycle tote. Multi-unit buildings would have more. If a larger fam-

ily requests an additional tote, the Public Works Dept. will try and fulfill 

the request. We have seen over the last couple of years an increase in tote 

requests bordering on the ridiculous. We understand that disposal methods 

have changed with online ordering and home delivery creating a large 

amount of recycle material. Please breakdown your boxes and neatly place 

them behind your garbage totes for pickup. If you have a large amount of 

accumulated cardboard or garbage before your normal pickup day, call our 

Public Works office and our workers will be happy to pick up the material. 

Garbage totes are not storage containers that are for personal use in your 

basement or garage. If you have garbage or recycling totes that you don’t 

use, please call Whiting Public Works at 219-659-1219 for pickup. If the 

Public Works Department workers find totes that week after week are not 

used, the totes will be returned to the Public Works facility. This not only 

saves the taxpayers money; it also greatly improves the appearance of our 

alleys. Please help our Street Department workers by doing your part to 

keep Whiting clean, safe and a great place to live 
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Time to Thrive  by Margaret Saliga 

   March is upon us. Our daily lives are enriched by additional sunlight, 

warmer temps, and bird song everywhere. Our many miles of Whiting/

Robertsdale trails beckon us to engage in healthy walks and precious time 

to rest our lives from the constant clutter of voices, sights and sounds vy-

ing for our attention. Nature calls us to be refreshed by her promise of re-

birth and renewal. Budding trees reassure us of her promise. 

   Besides the sunny outdoors, a variety of lovely spaces within our com-

munity churches beckon us as well. Come gather for Sunday and weekday 

worship with the faithful of our many denominations. Additional events 

like Bible Study, Eucharistic Adoration, the Stations of the Cross help to 

inspire those seeking a deeper relationship with Jesus throughout the Len-

ten season. 

   The St. John Church free Lenten Reflection Concert Series at 4pm each 

Sunday offers melody and harmony to our entire community and beyond. 

Friends, families, and new-commers from throughout Northwest Indiana 

and nearby Illinois come to be inspired. Each Sunday concert offers a 

unique musical experience. 

   The ashes we received on our heads at the onset of this holy season are 

reminders of our mortality. Our time on earth is short, while eternity is 

forever. The 40 Lenten days present us with precious time to ready our 

hearts for our eternal home. 

   Lent 2024 presents an opportune time to turn to Jesus and allow His 

grace to penetrate the deepest parts of our lives. 

   Dismiss outside distractions and quiet your inner spirit. Invite Jesus to 

visit with you. Listen to His encouragement. He longs to tell you of His 

love for you. Will you stop and listen? 

   It is in the quiet of our hearts that Jesus restores us, bringing His peace, 

His hope, His love. 

Emma Lani Massage Therapy Announces Annual  

Couples Massage Class  by Emma Bufalini 

   Emma Lani Massage Therapy  

is proud to announce our Annual 

Couples Massage Class for 2024! 

This year we will be recording the 

class and releasing it on video so you 

can learn the art of relaxation and 

connection from the comfort of your 

own home.  

   With step-by-step guidance from 

expert massage therapist Emma 

Bufalini this class is perfect for be-

ginners. This class covers techniques 

to soothe stress as well as body mechanics that help you feel good while 

massaging your partner. This class will be free for all to access on March 

30th. You can access the video or join the mailing list to know when it 

comes out at EmmaLaniMassageTherapy.com/CouplesClass  





PAWS Here!  by Nancy Sparano 

   Last month was the best month! Hobart Humane 

Society helped us out and took 16 kittens and 4 adult 

cats from us. They adopt out much quicker than we 

do and we are very grateful for their help. Unfortu-

nately, they did not have room for any dogs. We 

have dogs that have been here for way too long. 

Please spread the word about Whiting Animal Shel-

ter and help find these dogs and cats their forever 

home. We can’t do this alone. 

   Thickie Minaj – 17.5 pounds of fun! She was 

found hiding behind garbage cans in the rain and 

cold. This smart girl walked right into the carrier. She 

was already spayed and well fed - where are her own-

ers? 

   Floyd – Pretty Boy Floyd is a sweetheart. His 

“finder” moved and could not take Floyd. He said he 

was a stray cat but let him in his house and fed him 

for months. If you feed and house a cat it becomes 

yours. 

   Daisy & Karma – Daisy and Karma are mother 

and daughter and we would like to keep them togeth-

er since they are very bonded. We share an office 

and I enjoy watching the two beauties play. They get 

along so well. 

   Hearty – Hearty is Daisy’s sister and they have 

very similar personalities. Both like to eat their wet 

food with their paws – very lady like. Hearty loves to 

be petted and loves Fancy Feast wet food even more. 

   Regis – He is such a handsome cat with those baby 

blue eyes. Regis is a bit quirky. He wants attention 

yet doesn’t quite trust us. He loves to play with toys 

and really enjoys having us play with him. 

   Matt, Millie and Charcoal – We’ve been working 

on socializing these siblings and they are coming 

along nicely. All it takes is a little patience. 

It’s very rewarding watching them become 

friendly and social. 

   Toffee - Isn't she a beauty? She is a lovely 

dog who has been waiting a long time for a 

home of her own. Thank you, Every Paw  

Photography for the beautiful picture! 

   Shayna - She's a petite sweetie! Shayna was 

found as a stray and never claimed. How can 

you not want such a sweet girl? She’s had her 

first dog training session and did very well. 

   Thelma – Thelma is eager to please. She loves going for walks and en-

joys being around people. She is doing very well learning commands. An-

other smart pup! 

    

Bruno – Bruno has been at the shelter for several years. If anyone needs a 

break, it would be him. Bruno just needs a chance. Life hasn’t been very 

fair to him and he deserves some happiness. Please help Bruno. 

   Autumn – Autumn has come a long way. She was very fearful and 

showed signs of being abused. Autumn is more confident and so happy to 

see new faces. Please make an appointment and come meet Autumn and the 

rest of the crew. 

   The shelter needs cat food (Fancy Feast and Friskies wet food, and Purina 

One dry food), clumping litter, unscented non clumping litter for kittens, 

dog food (Purina One wet & dry food), cat & dog treats, indestructible dog 

toys, cat toys, laundry detergent, bleach, Odoban, and paper towels. 

   We are scheduling appointments with an approved application. You can 

request an adoption application via Facebook – the Whiting Animal Shelter 

page, via email: nsparano@whitingindiana.com, or leave a message on 

the answering machine – 219-473-4646. 

New Woodshop ‘HankArt’ is Open for Business! 

   Hank Tolhuizen is pleased to announce that 

his woodshop is open for business, serving 

Hammond, Whiting, and the Chicagoland area. 

Currently offering planters in anticipation of 

spring, Mr. Tolhuizen's company, HankArt, 

will be offering custom furniture and small 

items. 

   "I've wanted to go out on my own for a long 

time now," says Tolhuizen. "I'm documenting 

the process on my YouTube channel. It'll be a fun journey, and I want to share 

it." 

   From the HankArt YouTube channel description: "HankArt is a project of 

Hank Tolhuizen, producing videos and other media about art, making, produc-

tivity, and life. Join me as I experiment with woodworking, drawing and paint-

ing, quilting, and other creative endeavors. Learn from my failures, and let my 

successes inspire your own." Mr. Tolhuizen can be found on Instagram at 

@hankart_makes. 
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Whiting/Robertsdale Crime Watch: 02-08-2024 

by Bonnie Henry 

   Mayra Reynoso – Deportation Officer for Homeland Security: Spoke 

about the duties of a deportation officer versus misconceptions the commu-

nity has about the job. They arrest criminal individuals who are then placed 

into immigration proceedings where a judge determines whether they can 

remain in the country or not. If the judge rules against the individual they 

are escorted back to their home country. Homeland Security also assists at 

the border. Explained the difference from individuals that are already here 

illegally waiting for their opportunity to obtain status in the US and Asylum 

seekers (they fear prosecution or harm from their home country). Asylum 

seekers have to be interviewed for credible fear but the immigration judge 

makes that determination. Discussed sanctuary cities not assisting or releas-

ing convicted criminals into our custody. 

   Nancy Machuca – Cline Avenue Bridge: Came to talk about the drive 

and save with the community rewards program. By enrolling in this free 

program, you can take the Cline Avenue Bridge for a 60% discounted rate. 

Only 2 axle vehicles with transponder (either an I-pass or E-ZPass) will 

qualify. The website to get started is clineavnuetolls.com/Web/

toll_discount. Once your registration is confirmed, the discount starts with 

your third trip across the bridge. Every 90 days you are required to make 

two crossings at regular price to maintain program eligibility. Machuca will 

be available at the next meeting for anyone who wants to takes advantage 

of this program. For more information, email clineavenuebridg-

erewards@unitedbridgepartners.com. 

   Captain Tom Strabavy – HPD : One Auto Theft. 01-19-24 in the 1900 

block of Warwick. A 2006 Ford F250 with a plow was stolen sometime 

between 10:30pm and 3am. 

   Two General Assignment Cases/Administrative Alerts : (1) 01-14-24 

at 2:05pm, 1440 Indianapolis Blvd. (Mobil Gas.) Intimidation. Clerk stated 

he was threatened by a B/M whom he previously had a road rage incident 

with, and that a gun was implied by the unnamed suspect. (2) 01-19-24 

3:40am. Horseshoe Casino - 777 Casino Center Drive. Theft from vehicle, 

occurred. Victim stated suspects took an Apple iPad Mini, A Milwaukee 

impact driver and four batteries from his vehicle. Through video surveil-

lance, a plate of the suspect vehicle was obtained. The suspects were then 

tracked through the casino floor where they provided their players’ cards to 

the craps table. Suspects, therefore have been identified. And charges are 

forthcoming. SeeClickFixes are nearly caught up for Robertsdale area. 

North Hammond will be done shortly. Franklin Elementary will be hosting 

a Career Day on Thursday, March 7th from 9am until 3pm. HPD will be 

represented. 

   Lieutenant Jeff Allard – WPD: Domestic Battery. 01-12 24 in the 

1500 block of 119th. Officers were dispatched reference to a disturbance. 

Upon arrival, officers met with a male who refused to let officers speak to 

the female. Officers saw the female in the apartment and she had fresh visi-

ble injuries. Officers had to force their way past the male to speak with the 

female, and determined to place the male under arrest. The male resisted 

arrest and had to be subdued using chemical spray. Intimidation. 01-15-24 

at LaPalma Restaurant. Officers responded reference report of threat to 

store owner and wife. Customer became irate after owner refused custom-

er's demand to lower price of some food. Subject had left the business prior 

to arrival, but was later identified and trespassed from the business.  

Attempted Auto Theft. 01-28-24 in the 1400 block of Fischrupp. Com-

plainant reported finding her rear passenger window busted out and her 

steering column busted. Complainant had recently had an anti-theft device 

installed that was recommended by the manufacturer. Agency Assist. 01-

28-24 at Olympia Lanes in Hammond. Officers responded to a report of 

shots fired in the bowling alley and a large fight in progress. WPD officers 

arrived on the scene and while trying to diffuse the situation, one officer 

was pushed by a subject who was then detained and was charged with to 

Law Enforcement. 

   Mark Harbin gave Code Enforcement Stats in Harry's absence.  

Inspections Conducted: 8, Violations Issued: 5, OAHB Summons: 4. 

   Don Harbin – Whiting Fire Chief - The City of Whiting is pleased to 

announce its partnership with Smart911.com. Smart911.com is an alert  

system that residents can subscribe to which will allow an individual to opt 

into various notifications including those for Lake County. In addition, the 

City can send out special alerts for such things as street closures, boil alerts, 

community events, parades, and other information. These notifications can 

be sent either to your email or as a text to your mobile device. 

   Shawn Turpin – City Councilman-at-large: He spoke about a new 

group that just started in our community called WREN. (Whiting-

Robertsdale Environmental Neighbors). They will be inviting community 

members to get involved with clean ups, recycling, planting trees, planting 

native gardens, composting, etc. 

   The next Crime Watch meeting will be held on Thursday, March 14th 

at 6:30pm, at Calumet College, Room 200. 




